
 
 
Opening Monologue: Month #7 
 
Something Ain’t Right 

 

(Don’t shake your head about me using the word ain’t. Sitting down to 

write this - (the thought in my head) - those were the first three words 

that tumbled out.) 

 

Something ain’t right. 

 

You feel it and I feel it. 

 

The message being peddled to the real estate agent industry just 

doesn’t “feel” right. 

 

We’re being sold things from every angle. 

 

Coaching for $1,000 monthly in order to have a twenty two year old 

(who has never actually sold real estate himself) question how many 

cold calls you’ve made this week. 

 

*Doesn’t feel right. 

 

Facebook gooroobs standing in front of photoshopped private jets 

selling us on building a Mega-Team.  



 

*Doesn’t feel right. 

 

There are actual companies that will provide you with Filipino 

telemarketers to cold call people. 

 

*Doesn’t feel right. 

 

The biggest name is real estate, Gary Keller, told his company of 

nearly 150,000 agents that, “We are no longer a real estate company… 

we are a tech company.” 

 

*Doesn’t feel right  

(side note: we’re STILL in the relationship business.) 

 

(double side note: I still love Gary Keller. If you are with KW and you 

automatically become defensive - please read on.) 

 

We have guys like Gary Vee and Grant Cardone screaming at us to 

work more. Hustle more. Grind more. “Who’s got my money?” - actual 

quote from Grant Cardone. 

 

*Doesn’t feel right. 

 

The list goes on.  

 

Something ain’t right. 

 

You and I share many of the same beliefs. One of which is our love for 

this amazing country of ours. The uncompromising love for our friends 

and family. And the constant attraction to freedom. 

 

Because of these shared beliefs we can “feel” when something ain’t 

right.  

 

Part of getting things right is recognizing things that are wrong.  



 

We’re going to concentrate our efforts on following the right path while 

simultaneously keeping a keen peeper on the things that ain’t right. 

 

Soon we’ll enter the next phase of the Good Life.  

 

Real Estate Good Life 2.0. 

 

We will double down on the message. Concentrating more and more 

on what is most important. 

 

If the crowd is yelling for us to hustle more… my “gut” tells me the 

right thing to do is to Work Less. 

Hmm? Interesting thought, right? 

 

Side note: I created the name Real Estate Good Life along with the 

tagline Work Less Make More way back in 2011 (maybe early 2012). 

 

Only recently did I change the slogan to: An Agent’s Guide to Financial 

Freedom. 

 

However, regarding the OG slogan, the emphasis is not on the back 

half of the statement: Make More. The emphasis is on the first two 

words: Work Less. 

 

You’ve heard me say it many times before. In the beginning, we trade 

our time for money. If we do it properly, we then trade our money for 

time. 

 

Why? 

 

Simple. 

 

Money is infinite. 

 

Time is finite. Time is fleeting. Time is a zero sum game.  



Much more on the topic of time as we move forward together. I know 

that it will be difficult for me to convince you to “Work Less” if you are 

still in need of “Make More”.  

 

Making more moolah is not difficult if you follow the plan laid before 

you here inside the Good Life Inner Circle.  

 

However, I can only lead you to water. You must decide for yourself if 

you’ll drink. 

 

So the question is: How thirsty are you? 

 

_____________________________ 

 

Strong Opinions Loosely Held 
 
Kid1 and I had an amazing conversation right out of the gate last week. As 
soon as she arrived home from Whatsa Matta U, she dropped her bags - 
hugged me - and opened a conversation that lasted for nearly two hours. 
 
We discussed philosophy, racism, gender pronouns (yeah, it’s a thing), 
culture, and the pointless mindless art of arguing for argument’s sake. 
 
Madison and I are a lot alike (poor girl). 
 
We have conversations that interest not another single soul in the 
household. 
 
The deepest part of our conversation had to do with the unrelenting shame, 
outrage, hatred, and divisiveness of the media and social media.  
 
It seems as though no one person is as openly outraged and hateful as the 
whole. Meaning, inside these packs of “sides” and teams and causes and 



victims is a mob mentality. Likely, not one single person inside these mobs 
is actually angry about anything. 
 
How could they be? We live in the greatest of times. 
 
Wait. What?  
 
How can these be the greatest of times? What with all the stuff you 
mentioned a few paragraphs ago. 
 
To me, and Kid1, it seems as though we’ve been had. We’ve fallen for the 
ole “us versus them” hook that dates back to our early days in tribes 
running scared from saber tooth tigers. 
 
In times of war, we ban together to fight the British, the Germans, and the 
Viet Cong. 
 
In times of peace, we pick sides and fight each other. 
 
In the age of social media these fights become an odd study in human 
behavior. As I’ve said before, social media hasn’t changed us… it has 
exposed us. 
 
With a controversial President, coupled with no actual enemies, coupled 
with all of our “needs” being met, we are more anxious than ever to pick 
fights and argue about topics we really know nothing about. 
 
I mean really, does anyone you actually know have any factual data about 
global warming? (I’m all for saving the planet - so don’t try to box me in or 
predetermine my “side”). 
 
I use global warming only as an example. You can insert any controversial 
topic or character (Trump, Bernie, Obama, etc). Everyone believes 



themselves an expert on whatever opinion they have about whatever topic 
they are arguing for or against. And yet, almost every single person that 
you find has no actual proof or factual data. 
 
ALL of their opinion, rage, and one-sided belief system is based on 
something they heard somewhere. Likely from a biased non-factual agenda 
driven source. 
 
How scary is that?  
 
It just doesn’t feel right to me. 
 
On top of it, there seems to be an aggressive righteousness to these 
opinions being spewed not only on social media, but everywhere you look. 
 
I cannot even watch most awards shows anymore. I have ZERO interest in 
the political opinion of George Clooney. Please just accept your award and 
move on. I love you as an actor, but that’s it.  
 
We’re all entitled to our opinions and a healthy debate can be a nice 
exercise.  
 
However, there is no longer any actual fact based debate. All there seems 
to be is a contest on who can be the louder a-hole. 
 
This captures the central conceit of our society today - that being right (or 
at least cheered on by others that also believe what you believe), is some 
sort of carte blanche for assholery. 
 
Some believe there’s no reason to care about other people’s feelings if the 
facts are on your side. But who’s facts are we talking about? 
 



The causes of this spreading through our culture are many. As we’ve 
become more polarized than ever. 
 
We care a lot less about the people who think differently than us and put 
little effort into persuading them. That’s because persuasion is no longer 
the goal—it’s posturing, and righteousness, and signaling. And with 
signaling, it’s intensity that matters, not quality.  
 
The constraints of social media also reduce the space for any nuance or 
qualification you might be inclined to offer. Our zombie scroll instant 
gratification culture does not leave much room for humility or kindness.  
 
And the desire for viral sharing heightens the need for aggressive, 
simplistic arguments.  
 
This callous, call-out culture has completely infected both sides of the 
political aisle, corrupting normal people and pundits with equal viciousness. 
 
Something ain’t right with only two political parties. You are either this or 
you are that. If you are this, then here is what you believe (a, b, c). If you 
are that, you believe in (d, e, and f). 
 
Anyhoo, Madison and I had a wonderful conversation as we both tried to 
put our heads together long enough to change the world. 
 
She did say something about me during this discussion that I’m proud to 
repeat. 
 
She said, “Dad, one of the many things I’ve always admired about you… is 
that you have strong opinions loosely held. You are open and willing to 
hear both sides of the story.” 
 
Hopefully she’s right. 



 
I do have a strong opinion about this: 
 
Do not waste your time in political debates. 
 
Do not waste your time watching the news. Especially ANY information 
delivered by CNN or Fox. 
 
Do not waste your time being outraged about ANYTHING that does not 
directly align itself with your Mission. 
 
Yes, we have some big fish to fry. We live in a society where 3 out of 4 
people know who Kim Kardashian is - and only 1 in 3 people know who the 
vice president is. 
 
Two out of three people have heard of the Keto diet. And yet, only one in 
three people can point to the Pacific Ocean on a map. 
 
There are 55 million American Netflix subscribers. But only one person in 
ten can name a right protected under the first amendment of the 
Constitution, other than the ONE you are thinking of right now.  
 
I’ll leave with this, and what Madison and I concluded in our conversation… 
 
You cannot reason people out of positions that they didn’t reason 
themselves into. So no use in trying.  
 
We are all flawed. We are all imperfect. We are all trying desperately to 
figure this life thing out. 
 
Maybe it’s time to be just a little bit more respectful of others. We are all in 
this together after all. 
 



 
  
 

 

Anyhoo, we’re on the right track here at the Good Life.  
 
You and I together can change the world. So why not? 
 
Enjoy all the wonderful material I’m sharing with you this month. Please 
take the time to go through and sit in contemplation with the concepts and 
principles we talk about together here at the Good Life. 
 
Have a great month my friend! 
 
Bart “Let’s Get it Right” Vickrey 
 

  

 

 

 
 
 


