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240 Years of Glory

By Bart Vickrey

Two hundred and forty years ago brave men made a pact. Each signed a declaration and would
never look back. These were men of means with everything to lose. The king of England made it
clear that the signing of the Declaration of Independence was punishable by death. They signed it
anyway.
The Revolutionary War claimed the lives of over four thousand soldiers. Lives lost fighting for a
cause. Lives lost fighting for freedom. Today sometimes we forget the cost of freedom. Freedom
is not free. But it’s worth the price.
With freedom we cannot forsake the purpose. Our forefathers risked everything to escape the
imperialistic shakedown from Great Britain. King George needed money for his wars, so he
passed the Stamp Act in 1765 and later the Tea Act. Monies collected from the colonists went
directly to the King. The colonists got fed up with all the taxation and zero government
representation. First they tossed some tea into the Boston Harbor. The King didn’t back down, he
sent more soldiers over to keep control.
On July 4, 1776 the final bird was flipped. Brass balls must be grown and then exposed.
st

I started this article on July 1 , and then walked away. My plan was to have it ready to post on my
blog www.bartdaily.com for July 4th. However, I did not return to the article until today July
6th. I’m not yet a writer so writer’s block cannot be blamed… right?
The initial reason for walking away from the article, is that I started to get mad. In my mind, the
article runs forward before the words hit my fingertips. The words and the story were not uplifting
and positive. So I walked away. I’m now back at the keyboard and have decided to follow
whatever direction the words take me.
When I think back to the original idea hatched by our forefathers, I get chills. Excited and
invigorated by their passion and willingness to put everything on the line for the cause. Today I
see a still very strong, but nearly rudderless country.
We have a presidential election coming up and our only two candidates are buffoons. One, a lifelong politician with a candid history of highly questionable actions. Some would say… a liar. The
other, a puffed up blowhard who cannot control his emotions long enough to present us with an
intelligent thought.
We have these two disgraceful and embarrassing candidates to choose from… and we’re willing to
accept this blasphemy? Great men used to run this country. Men willing to sacrifice not only their
fortunes, but their lives for this country.
I do agree with Trump that we need to make America great again. Our government has grown
faster than the waistlines of our citizens. Time for a starvation diet. Will it happen? Probably not. I
guess I just needed to get some things off my chest.
Likely, the government will continue to grow, like a nose on a Hillary Pinocchio. We seem to have
a generation coming up with their hands out. Nobody is better at giving our money away, than the
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Listing Spotlight

2854 Arran Quay, Valparaiso
$379,900
*5 Beds, 3.5 Baths, 3,871 Sq. Ft.
*Former Parade of Homes Home
*Cathedral Ceilings, Formal Dining Rm
*Walk Out Bsmt w/ Theater Room
*Main Level Master Suite
*Backyard Oasis w/ Pool

1873 Catkin Circle, Chesterton
$444,000
24 Hr. Recorded Information
800-424-9367 X 2701
*6 Beds, 3.5 Baths, 4,467 Sq. Ft.
*Premier Waterfront Lot
*Open Concept Main Level
*Massive Kitchen w/ Granite & Appliances
*Main Level Master Suite
*Finished Bsmt w/ Theater & 2 Bedrooms

1310 Muirfield Drive, Schererville
$699,000
*5 Beds, 6 Baths, 10,008 Sq. Ft.
*Located in Gated Briar Ridge
*Overlooks Golf Course
*Main Floor Wet Bar/Lounge
*Steam & Dry Saunas and Hot Tub
*Finished Lower Level w/ Addtl Kitchen
*Home Warranty & Carpet Allowance

6419 Venus Avenue, Portage
$135,000
24 Hr. Recorded Information
800-424-9367 X 1101

306 E Jefferson St, Westville
$119,900
24 Hr. Recorded Information
800-424-9367 X 1701

*3 Beds, 1.5 Baths, 1,532 Sq. Ft.
*New Kitchen w/ Granite & SS Appliances
*Huge Patio and Large, Fenced Backyard
*Lower Level Rec Room
* Hardwood & Ceramic Tile

*3 Beds, 1.5 Baths, 1,152 Sq. Ft.
*New Metal Roof in 2014, Furnace 2015
*Lifetime Warranty Windows
*Spacious Kitchen with Center Island
*2 Car Detached Garage Off Patio

*4 Beds, 3.5 Baths, 2,457 Sq. Ft.
*2.5 Acre Country Setting
*Open Concept, Master Suite, 2 Decks
*W/O Bsmt w/ Kitchen – Related Living
*Whole House Generator, Heated Garage

184 Mallard Pointe Drive, Valparaiso
$99,900
24 Hr. Recorded Information
800-424-9367 X 1501

112-116 Roosevelt St, Chesterton
$204,900

1841 E 10th Street, Hobart
$324,900
24 Hr. Recorded Information
800-424-9367 X 5501
*4 Beds, 2.5 Baths, 2,708 Sq. Ft.
*Custom Cedar Home, Cathedral Ceilings
*Loft Skylights, Main Floor Master
*1.67 Acres w/ Separate Guest Cottage
*Wood Burner & Gas Fireplace

*2 Beds, 1.5 Baths, 1,472 Sq. Ft.
*2 Story Condo in Mallard Pointe
*All Appliances Incl., Water Views
*Four Piece Master Bath & His/Hers Closets
*Carpet & Paint Allowance or Closing Credit

4708 N 100 W, LaPorte
$324,900
24 Hr. Recorded Information
800-424-9367 X 5001

*INCOME OPPORTUNITY!!
*4 Beds, 4 Baths, 2,400 Sq. Ft.
*2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths Per Duplex Side
*All Appliances Included
*Quiet, Convenient Location
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TRIVIA QUESTION
Riddle Me This!

Answers to last month’s
trivia:

First to email me with all the correct answers wins a $25 gift card!
1) What has trees with no leaves, towns with no people and rivers with no
water?
2) What does an Island and the letter T have in common?
3) A man drove to a hotel and as soon as he got there he was bankrupt.
Explain.

Good luck!

1) “E”
2) School Bus

Thanks to all who
participated!

Email your answers to:
Bart@BartSellsHouses.com

Nikki Ksenak was last month’s winner!
Thank you for playing! Your Walmart gift card has been sent
– Happy Shopping!

Sweet & Spicy Bacon Wrapped
Chicken
Ingredients









1 ½ lbs boneless skinless chicken thighs*
6-8 slices of bacon
1 tablespoon chili powder
1 teaspoon paprika
½ teaspoon garlic powder
Salt & pepper
½ cup brown sugar
Optional garnish: chopped parsley

Directions






Preheat oven to 400 degrees.
Combine chili powder, paprika and garlic powder in a bowl.
Roll each chicken piece into the spices and wrap in bacon.
Place in a 10 inch skillet or a 9 x 13 inch baking dish. Sprinkle tops with brown sugar.
Bake for 30-35 minutes or until chicken reads 165 degrees and is no longer pink. I like to broil the tops of my
chicken for 1-2 minutes to crisp the bacon at the end.
(* You can also use tenders, I just like being able to wrap the bacon completely around the chicken)
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These poor kids I’m referring to are not to blame. We are! We created these monsters. These kids were told from day one to:
*Get in line *Sit down *Raise your hand *Eat when you’re told *Go to school *Go to college *Borrow money
* Spend money… then spend more money *Then teach your kids to do the same
Guess what? This antique path is now covered with moss. Kids are coming out of college with expensive pieces of paper not
worth… well, the paper they’re printed on. So we can’t blame them when they’re whining for a $15 an hour minimum
wage! It’s the only job they can find. And since we tricked them into all the golden ticket debt, shouldn’t we be the one’s to pay
their way? They are owed a living aren’t they?
Well to that I say, “Hell NO!” We don’t owe you a living! We owe you the truth!
As the great Jack Nicholson said in the greatest movie of all time, “A Few Good Men”:
Jack’s character: “You want answers?”
Tom Cruise’s character: “I think I’m entitled to them.”
Jack yelling, “DO YOU WANT ANSWERS?!”
Tom yelling back, “I WANT THE TRUTH!”
Jack, “YOU CAN’T HANDLE THE TRUTH!”
Success in this country is simple, not easy… but simple. And before I get too carried away and turn this into a book, let me
offer some simple advice to our upcoming generations and to our esteemed government.
To the young people: Stop acting like helpless babies. Actually learn something at college if you’re going to attend. Find
something you like, and get REALLY good at it. Don’t ever expect anything… without hard work. Be present… stop staring at
your phone and live your damn life! Spend less save more. This list can go on for weeks, but I’m sure you get a sense of my
current state of concern.
As for the government: First blow it all up! Then come back without party affiliation. Have the guts to believe in and stand
behind something worthwhile. Ban all activists associated with making money (big business). Stop talking and start listening.
Stop bullying other countries. Stop financially supporting other countries (until we end the deficit and balance the budget).
And if you cannot come up with a United States of America worthy candidate… then NONE of you fools get elected! In fact, we
declare EMBARRASSMENT! In Declarations of Embarrassment, we go immediately into Article 4 Section 1 of The Proper
Way to Run This Country amendment.
Article 4 Section 1 states that in Declarations of Embarrassment a singular presidential figurehead shall not be named. The
presidency is to be occupied by heroes amongst the citizenry.
Each and every day of the four year term a new president shall take office. These one day term presidents will be voted upon
by the people of this great country. They will be school teachers, police officers, firefighters, small business owners, stay at
home moms, steel workers, mailmen, nurses, and waitresses… whomever we decide.
Article 4 Section 1 shall remain in effect until our governing bodies produce a viable non-party affiliated candidate. And until
the budget is balanced. Oh… and until the deficit is erased.
Now you can see why I walked away from the computer screen the other day, unwilling to complete this article. I’m not a very
good writer. But I will continue to work at it until I am. That’s all I ask from the future generations and our current
government. Be honest with me. Work hard. Get it right. And give me your best effort. Everything else will THEN and only
THEN fall into place.
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SOLD IN 3 DAYS!
19451 S US Hwy 421,
LaCrosse

9044 Bunker Hill Dr,
Munster

868 N 625 E,
Westville

SOLD IN 7 DAYS!
5719 S Liverpool Rd,
Hobart

1530 Maximilian,
Chesterton

SOLD IN 11 DAYS!
204 Eagle Ridge,
Valparaiso

SOLD IN 30 DAYS!
417 Madison Ave,
New Chicago

4101 Winter Lane,
Valparaiso

8485 Pine Island Dr,
Schererville

5279 N 1100 W,
Remington

2849 Carmen St,
Portage

SOLD IN 12 DAYS!
510 Milton St,
Valparaiso

SOLD IN 1 DAY!
County Road 350 W,
Wheatfield

SOLD IN 3 DAYS!
313 Pinehurst Ct,
Valparaiso

5795 Ellsworth Court,
Merrillville

SOLD IN 30 DAYS!
th

2962 W 60 Dr,
Merrillville

3001 Columbine # B,
Valparaiso

SOLD IN 4 DAYS!
5596 Robbins Ave,
Portage

307 E Jefferson St,
Westville

SOLD IN 38 DAYS!
185 W 150 N,
Valparaiso
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306 N Delaware,
Hobart

401 N Cavender St,
Hobart

SOLD IN 2 DAYS!
598 Oehme Dr,
Hebron

857 E Shakespeare Dr,
Valparaiso

241 N Dwiggins St,
Griffith

SOLD IN 1 DAY!
265 Westport Road,
Valparaiso

308 Erie St,
Valparaiso

664 Newport Rd,
Valparaiso

712 Acadia Rd,
Valparaiso

2541 E Lake Shore Dr,
Crown Point

SOLD IN 8 DAYS!
2725 Brandt St,
Portage

SOLD IN 5 DAYS!
6511 Elizabeth Ln,
Portage

1861 W 58th Pl,
Merrillville

SOLD IN 3 DAYS!
1882 Springvale Dr,
Crown Point

SOLD IN 31 DAYS!
14 N Illinois St,
Hobart

SOLD IN 13 DAYS!
1801 Eisenhower Ave,
Valparaiso

SOLD IN 5 DAYS!
4146 Towle Ave,
Hammond

613 Highland St,
Hammond

19 Kipling Dr,
Valparaiso

8652 Morse Pl,
Crown Point
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SOLD IN 5 DAYS!
1520 Clark Dr,
Porter

SOLD IN 26 DAYS!
3699 Allison,
Portage

SOLD IN 20 DAYS!
111 N 350 W,
Valparaiso

SOLD IN 2 DAYS!
651 Wabash Ave,
Chesterton

2106 E Lincoln Way,
LaPorte

254 Eagle Ridge Dr,
Valparaiso

1188 Millpond Rd,
Valparaiso

SOLD IN 9 DAYS!
1357 Brandywine Rd,
Crown Point

LOOK WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING…
Cindy,
I got your card. Thank you so much for the gift cards. We could really use a night out of the house!
Sorry this has taken me so long. I just want to thank you and everyone from Bart Vickrey for all of the hard work and
extreme patience that was necessary to get us into this house. I know this must have been one of the most frustrating
sales for you. Not only was the buying of this house a total nightmare, but the sale of our house was a disaster too! But
you kept it all together.
As you know, we had been wanting to move into a home with more property for several years. About 3 years ago we had
a very terrible experience. We had been misled by a realtor on the home that we were trying to purchase and ended up
backing out at the last minute. A few months later we contacted several new realtors and continued our search. They all
lacked the drive and determination you had. They failed to follow up on questions we had about homes or to even
respond to viewing requests. By the time we met you, we were sort of giving up and honestly if it weren't for your follow
up emails or phone calls-even when there wasn't a house on the market that interested us, we would have probably
stopped looking and never made the move.
I recommend you to everyone I know who is thinking about buying or selling. I tell them that if they want a hard working
realtor who won't pressure them and will be honest, then they need to call you.
You really did an amazing job and Jeannine from your office was awesome too!
Thanks for everything!
Laura Builta

Way to go CINDY MALMQUIST! Your hard work and
dedication to each client is OUTSTANDING!
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852 E Shakespeare Dr., Valparaiso
*3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1,912 Sq. Ft.
*Cathedral Ceiling, Split Bedroom Layout
*Stone Fireplace & Wood Floors
*White Maple Cabinets, Granite Counters
*Master Suite w/ Whirlpool Tub & Sep. Shower
*Basement is Drywalled w/ Option to Finish
*Wooded Site w/ No Neighbors Behind

