
Chapter 12    Commandment #8: Read 
 

The final 3 Commandments of this book are all very simple concepts.  They are all crucial to 
your ultimate success in life and business.  The final 3 Commandments are: Read, Listen, and 
Write.  All three have become a lost art in personal development.  I will explain how simple 
each one can be to make a habit and routine in your life… and how incredibly impactful these 
three Commandments will be on your life. 
 
“Formal education will make you a living; self-education will make you a fortune!” - 
Jim Rohn 
 
“Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body.” - Joseph Addison 
 
“We shouldn’t teach great books; we should teach a love of reading.” - Joseph Addison 
 
This book is a guide to success for real estate agents.  This book is also, and more importantly, 
is a personal development book.  As we established before, Business success is 80% 
Psychology and 20% Strategies and Tactics.  Reading feeds your mind, it feeds your 
psychology. 
 
In this Commandment we will discuss the power and importance of reading.  You’ve heard me 
say many times now that back in October of 2000, the book “Think and Grow Rich”... changed 
my life.  One book, that cost me $2… changed my life forever!  Since that time, I’ve continued 
to read, and have built a fairly impressive library.  I set a goal each and every year to read 12 
books.  I’ve set this goal… I’ve never failed to reach it.  Of course, true to form, I’ve taken the 
“Later Goal” of reading 12 books… and broke it down into “Now Goals” and “Targets”. 
 
The Now Goal is 70 pages read per week. 
The Target is simply 10 pages per day. 
 
Ten pages a day = 12 books per year. 
Twelve books per year = Mastery of any subject that I choose! 
 
If you want to be wealthy, study wealth.  Want to be a superstar real estate agent, study top 
producing agents.  Want to be a marketing genius, study marketing.  It’s a simple and 
fundamental concept.  But surprisingly to me, maybe not to you… is the fact that the average 
adult does not read books these days!  In fact, the average American adult will only read 5 
books in their lifetime after high school! 
 
Reading books will, with 100% certainty, speed your pursuit of freedom and happiness.  Making 
reading a daily habit in your routine will make you better every day.  One of the best kept 
secrets in every community and in each society, is… Libraries!  A library, for those that don’t 
know, is a place located in every town that houses all the learning material necessary to create 
the life of your dreams. 
 
Ben Franklin said, “these libraries have improved the general conversation of the Americans, 
made the common tradesmen and farmers as intelligent as most gentleman from other 



countries, and perhaps have contributed in some degree to the stand so generally made 
throughout the colonies in defense of their privileges.” 
 
Andrew Carnegie wrote, “A library outranks any other one thing a community can do to benefit 
its people.” 
 
I love the library, and am a steady contributor to funding the operations at the Valparaiso Public 
Library… with all of my overdue fees!  Books are worth their weight in gold to me.  When 
anyone I know wants to buy me a gift for my birthday or Christmas… they all know that a gift 
card to Barnes and Nobles will be put to good use!  Make reading part of your personal 
development program today! 
 
Here’s a list of my favorite business and personal development books of all-time: 
 

Think and Grow Rich     - Napoleon Hill 
     Rich Dad Poor Dad                   - Robert Kiyosaki 
     Total Money Makeover               - Dave Ramsey 
     Your Money or Your Life           - Joe Dominguez (the 1993 edition) 
     Start with Why                    - Simon Sinek 
     The One Thing                   - Gary Keller 
     Outliers                        - Malcolm Gladwell 
     Tribe                            - Seth Godin 
     Purple Cow                       - Seth Godin 
     Blue Ocean Strategy                  - W. Chan Kim 
     The Millionaire Next Door         - Thomas J. Stanley 
     The Richest Man in Babylon              - George Clason 
     How to Win Friends and Influence People     - Dale Carnegie 
     The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People     - Stephen Covey 
     The No BS Guide to Direct Marketing     - Dan Kennedy 
     The No BS Guide to Time Management     - Dan Kennedy 
     The No BS Guide to Wealth Attraction     - Dan Kennedy 
     The Millionaire Real Estate Agent         - Gary Keller 
     Walt Disney                       - Neal Gabler 
     Einstein                        - Walter Isaacson 
     Steve Jobs                       - Walter Isaacson 
     Barbarians at the Gate              - Bryan Burrough 
     Den of Thieves                   - James B. Stewart 
     Titan: The Life of John D Rockefeller         - Ron Chernow 
     The First Tycoon                  - T.J. Stiles 
     The House of Morgan                  - Ron Chernow 
     Andrew Carnegie                   - David Nasaw 
     How to Get Everything You Want         - Jay Abraham 
 Man’s Search for Meaning   - Viktor Frankl 
 The Power of Now    - Eckhart Tolle 
  
I can go on and on… but I better stop there for now!  The power and influence books will have 
on your life is priceless.  Start reading today! 

 


